
 
 
  

News Release 
 

2017 IMSA Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge Schedule Includes 

Pair Of Endurance Races On 10-Race Calendar 
Four-Hour Endurance Race Added At Daytona, Proposed For Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 

 

ELKHART LAKE, Wis. (August 5, 2016) – The 2017 IMSA Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge schedule 

will include the return of endurance races to the 10-race calendar, which was announced today by the 

International Motor Sports Association (IMSA) at Road America. 

The 2017 Continental Tire Challenge season will open with a four-hour endurance race at Daytona 

International Speedway on Friday, January 27 as part of the 55th Rolex 24 At Daytona event weekend. 

Planning is underway for a second four-hour enduro to be held at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca on 

Saturday, September 23, during the Continental Tire Monterey Grand Prix powered by Mazda. Final 

confirmation is expected in the near future.  

The four-hour races will be the first for the series since the 2009 season finale at VIRginia International 

Raceway, which also was a four-hour race. The remaining eight Continental Tire Challenge events in 2017 

all will be two hours in duration. All races will include both the Grand Sport (GS) and Street Tuner (ST) 

classes. 

 

“We expect that the addition of two endurance races to the IMSA Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge in 

2017 will be welcome news for series competitors and fans,” said IMSA President Scott Atherton. “Next 

year, we will begin the transition to GT4 technical specifications for the Grand Sport class ahead of full 

integration in 2018. As a result, we anticipate an intriguing and diverse mix of race cars in both the Grand 

Sport and Street Tuner classes at all 10 races next season.” 

 

Sebring International Raceway hosts the Continental Tire Challenge for the fourth time on Friday, March 

17, followed by Circuit of The Americas in Austin, Texas, which moves from a fall date into the spring in 

2017 for a race on Saturday, May 6. 

 

Rounds 4 and 5 of the Continental Tire Challenge will be the only events on back-to-back weekends in 

2017. Watkins Glen International hosts the series on Saturday, July 1, ahead of the lone trek north of the 

border to Bowmanville, Ontario, Canada and Canadian Tire Motorsport Park on Saturday, July 8. 

 

Lime Rock Park in Lakeville, Connecticut opens the second half of the season on Saturday, July 22. Road 

America in Elkhart Lake is next on Saturday, August 5 as part of the Continental Tire Road Race Showcase, 

with the annual visit to VIRginia International Raceway in Danville, Virginia set for Saturday, August 26. 

 

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca marks the penultimate round of the 2017 season with the Continental Tire 

Monterey Grand Prix presented by Mazda on Saturday, September 23 ahead of the season finale at Road 

Atlanta during the prestigious Petit Le Mans weekend on Friday, October 6. 

 

In addition to the 10-race schedule, IMSA also confirmed participation for the Continental Tire Challenge in 

the annual season-opening Roar Before The Rolex 24 test at Daytona International Speedway on January 

6-8, 2017. 

 

Every Continental Tire Challenge race in 2017 again will be streamed live on IMSA.tv, with tape-delayed 

television coverage on FOX Sports. The complete television schedule will be released at a later date. 



2017 IMSA Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge Schedule 

Date  Venue / Location      Duration 

Jan. 27  Daytona International Speedway – Daytona Beach, Florida 4 Hours 

 

March 17 Sebring International Raceway – Sebring, Florida  2 Hours 

 

May 6  Circuit of The Americas - Austin, Texas    2 Hours 

 

July 1  Watkins Glen International – Watkins Glen, New York  2 Hours 

 

July 8  Canadian Tire Motorsport Park – Bowmanville, Ontario, Canada 2 Hours 

 

July 22  Lime Rock Park – Lakeville, Connecticut    2 Hours 

 

Aug. 4-6 Road America – Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin   2 Hours 

 

Aug. 26  VIRginia International Raceway – Danville, Virginia  2 Hours 

 

Sept. 23 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca – Monterey, California  4 Hours* 

 

Oct. 6  Road Atlanta – Braselton, Georgia    2 Hours 

* - Subject to final confirmation 
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